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Camden County Schools Awarded PASSPORT Grant for Language Education 
 

 
 Camden County Schools (CCS) has been awarded a $3 million competitive World Language Department 
of Defense grant called PASSPORT (Proficiency in ASL and Spanish for Students through Partnerships, 
Offerings, Recruitment strategies, and Technology). 
  
Within the five-year award period, Camden County Schools will extend the Spanish and/or American Sign 
Language (ASL) enrollment of students in grades 1–12. The grant seeks to provide students with creative 
language experiences, expand the World Language instructional program, and to use technology effectively in 
supporting World Language content. Students will have access to engaging and challenging World Language 
curriculum and proficiency levels, and teachers will have access to World Language instructional resources and 
professional learning.  
   
Through the implementation of the PASSPORT initiative, students will leave Camden County Schools with high-
level world language proficiency, prepared for college or the workforce and ready to compete in high-demand 
industries for bilingual employees. Additionally, world language proficiency is a priority for increased national 
security clearance. 
 
“At Camden County Schools, we are honored to be awarded the DoDEA World Language Advancement and 
Readiness Program grant. Preparing students to be globally competitive in the workforce is paramount for our 
district. World language immersion strengthens the opportunity for post-secondary success,” said Dr. Denise 
Cato, Federal Programs and Special Projects Director.  
 
The schools eligible for the grant were those with a 10% student population from military families. The grant 
runs from October 1, 2021 through May 30, 2026, with the first year serving as a planning year. Grant 
implementation begins July 2022.  
 
For Camden County Schools participating in the PASSPORT program, the continuum of courses includes: 
Grades 1–5: Spanish and/or ASL courses 
Grade 6 at Camden Middle School: Introduction to World Languages 
Grades 7–8 at Camden Middle School: Spanish I and II for middle and/or high school credit 
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Grade 12: ASL interpreter certification from the University of Georgia, graduating with a biliteracy seal on 
student CCHS graduation diploma 
  
Each participating school will implement a World Language Club program designed to welcome new students 
enrolling in Camden County Schools, engage with classmates through foreign language communication, and 
virtually connect with students whose primary language is not English. Additionally, students in the World 
Language Club will participate in creative language activities. 
  
Certified educators will be hired to teach Spanish and/or ASL and professional learning will be provided to 
deepen staff knowledge of world languages. Professional learning topical areas will include creating engaging 
(online/in-person) classes, inspiring global citizens through cultural knowledge and language skill development 
and developing comprehensive input techniques. In addition to providing in-person and virtual professional 
learning for world language teachers, the Georgia Department of Education world language community also 
provides an innovative platform for world language teachers, administrators, and Georgia Department of 
Education staff to encourage, collaborate, connect, and share instructional resources. 
 


